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THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT BEING CONFORMED TO THE WAYS OF THIS WORLD
This message came to my heart after speaking to a person this morning that is also in lockdown at the moment in Sydney as I went on my daily walk. He was sitting outside his house feeling very troubled of mind contemplating the state of this world. He said for 35 years he has been busy working as a painter but he now feels like he has been in a cocoon for all of these years having no time to think about what really matters in life. He now has time to reflect on the purpose of life as we are in an extended lockdown in Sydney. 
As I listened to him I felt that he is like so many people in life who get so caught up in making money and pursuing the material things of this life that they can end up missing the true meaning of life that can only be found in living for Christ. This was definitely the case for me for the first 29 years of my life.
That so often people can live their lives based on the opinions and expectations of their neighbours, friends and family so that they never really get to the place of knowing Christ intimately as their Lord and Saviour and connecting with God’s unique plan and purpose for their lives (Psalm 139:13-16) (Ephesians 2:10)
That so often people can get so caught up in the routine of working to eat and eating to work and continually seeking a pursuit of pleasure that they never have time to reflect upon what truly matters in life. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

Today I want to quickly encourage people to not allow the ways of this world and the expectations of others to govern the way that they live their life during their time here on earth

The Apostle Paul in Romans 12:2 encouraged us not to be conformed to the pattern of this world but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind that we would know and embrace God’s good and acceptable and perfect will for our life
With this in mind I will now just share a few thoughts in relation to the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world” and what it means to live this out in our Christian walk
1) That we must not allow the opinions and expectations of others to shape the way that we live our lives here on earth. What matters most is that we please God in the way that we live our life
2) That we are most secure and fulfilled in life when our love for Christ is our greatest priority in life. All that we truly need in life is found in Christ (Psalm 16:11) (Colossians 2:8-10)
Only Jesus is able to love us perfectly at all times and give us true peace during the storms of life. (Hebrews 13:5) (Psalm 46:1-2)
Jesus Himself said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

3) That we must not allow the spirit of this world to influence the way that we live our life. 
The simple fact is that the ways of this world will never truly satisfy us 
We only have to look at the lives of so many entertainers in Hollywood who have wealth and fame, yet who so often struggle with addictions and depression
The Apostle John wrote, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)
4) That we must not gain our sense of self worth from seeking worldly success to be accepted by our peers and the people of this world
Our focus needs to be always on seeking the things of God rather than the things of this world. (Matthew 6:19-21) The simple fact is that if we truly desire to live for the Lord not everyone will always love and embrace us.
Jesus Himself said, 
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)

5) That we always choose to live our lives to glorify God and to fulfil His plan and purpose for our life. This needs to be a continual daily choice in the lawless times that we are now living in (Luke 9:23)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)
“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” (Colossians 3:17)

6) That we refuse to compromise our values to be people pleasers and that we do not embrace the spirit of the world where people so often strive to gain influence and success at the expense of others
As Christians we are to be in the world but not of it. In God’s Kingdom greatness is serving others and the more we humble ourselves, the more He will raise us up to do great and mighty things for His glory (James 4:10)
7) That we do not allow social media and the culture of this world to mould us in the way that we think and live our lives here on earth. The ways of the world are now so different to the ways of God. (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 
As Christians we need to be counter culture if we are to continue to be salt and light in our world
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
8) That we simple ACCEPT the fact that God’s will and plan for our life is the best in the long run

In the book of Isaiah we read,
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

9) That we do not allow worldly and carnal people to enter into our inner circle of friends who encourage us to live for the things of this world
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)

10) That we develop Kingdom thinking by continually renewing our mind with the truth contained in God’s word

This is a key to prospering in every area of our life. The more we meditate on the word of God the easier it becomes to replace wrong thoughts with Christ centred thoughts. Continually renewing our mind with the word of God is a great key to winning the battle for the mind
The LORD said to Joshua,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

11) That we choose daily to live a crucified life where we renounce self-centred ambition and where we reject the ways of the world that would encourage us to look after number one 
It is in doing this that we can embrace the abundant life that can only be found in Christ when He is truly Lord of all (John 10:10)
Without this daily commitment to living for the Lord it is easier to be sidetracked by the things of this world and to be distracted by the cares of this world and the worldly influences around us,   AND

12) That one day we will be rewarded by the Lord Himself for living our life for the Kingdom Cause rather than being conformed to the ways of this world
Jesus Himself said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)
So in conclusion;

The Apostle Paul experienced much persecution during his time here in earth. But despite this, he knew that true purpose and meaning in life could only be found in living whole heartedly for Christ

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

So my encouragement to all those who read this devotion is that you would not allow the things and values of this world and the expectations of others to shape the way that you live your life, but that you would seek to know and follow God’s will and plan for your life during your time here on earth
It is in doing this that you can experience true joy and purpose in your life, even during the trials of life, as you prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God for your life

I will finish with a passage of scripture in the book of Jeremiah,
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 
Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)
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